
http://www.susiebright.com

Blog
:

http:susiebright.blogs.com
 



Susie Bright
POB 8377

 Santa Cruz, CA 95061
 http://www.susiebright.com

 

Author, editor, performer, educator. Born March 25, 1958, Arlington, VA. Grew 
up in California and Canada. B.A., Community Studies, University of California, 
Santa Cruz, 1981. Lived in Bay Area since 1980. One daughter, born 1990. 
Management: Worley/Shoemaker Management: 816 444 9996.

BOOKS

Series Editor, Best American Erotica, Simon and Schuster, 1993 - 2005

Editor, Three Kinds of Asking For It: Three Novellas by Eric Albert, Greta 
Christina, and Jill Soloway, edited by Susie Bright, Simon and Schuster, 2005

Editor, Three the Hard Way: Three Novellas by William Harrison, Greg Boyd, and 
Tsaurah Litzky, edited by Susie Bright, Simon and Schuster, 2004

Mommy's Little Girl: Susie Bright on Sex, Motherhood, Pornography, and Cherry 
Pie, Thunder's Mouth, 2004

How To Write a Dirty Story, Simon and Schuster, 2002

Full Exposure: Opening Up to Sex and Creativity , HarperSanFrancisco, 1999

Susie Sexpert's Lesbian Sex World 2nd Edition , Cleis Press, 1998

Herotica, 10th Anniversary Edition, with Afterword by the editor, Down There 
Press, 1998

The Sexual State of the Union, Simon & Schuster, 1997, trade edition, 1998

Author and Co-Editor, Nothing But the Girl: the Blatant Lesbian Image, Cassell, 
1996



SexWise, Cleis Press, 1995

Editor, Totally Herotica, Book-of-the-Month Club, 1995

Susie Bright's Sexual Reality: A Virtual Sex Reader, Cleis Press, 1992

Featured Artist, RE/Search, “Angry Women,” interview by Andrea Juno, Fall 1991

Susie Sexpert’s Lesbian Sex World, Cleis Press, 1990

Editor, Herotica, Herotica II, Herotica III, Down There Press and Penguin USA, 
1988, 1992, and 1994

AUDIO

Host and Co-Producer, In Bed with Susie Bright, on Audible.com, 2001- present

Co-Producer, Editor and Co-Narrator, The Best American Erotica, Produced by 
Audible.com, 1993-2006

Narrator and Scriptwriter,Full Exposure, Produced by HarperAudio, 1999

Contributing Author and Performer, Food, Sex and Relationships, with Harriet 
Lerner and Mollie Katzen, produced by Worley Management and Sounds True, 
1997

Contributing Author and Perfomer, Cyborgasm, produced by Lisa Palac and Ron 
Gommpertz, Heydey/Time Warner, 1994.

Contributing Author and Perfomer, The Edge of the Bed, produced by Lisa Palac, 
Heydey/Time Warner,1995.

Editor and Performer, Herotica, produced by Passion Press, 1995

Editor, Herotica 2, produced by Passion Press, 1995

Editor, Herotica 3, produced by Passion Press, 1997



TELEVISION, VIDEO, AND FILM

featured appearances:

Sex in the 20th Century, narrated by Peter Coyote, produced by MPH 
Entertainment, broadcast on History Channel, April 2001

A Return to Modesty, Produced by Lifetime Television, August 1999

Crescendo, 1 hour long interview produced by Channel 72, February 1999

Susie Bright, Sex Pest, a documentary produced by Mike Bluett, directed by 
Cheryl Farthing, for Channel 4, London, England, November 1998

 Susie Bright Live at Bookshop Santa Cruz, produced by Clay Butler for Santa 
Cruz Community Access Television, September, 1997

Bound, produced by Dino DeLaurentis, and directed by Larry and Andy 
Wachowski, 1996.

Celluloid Closet, a Documentary, produced by Telling Pictures and directed by 
Rob Epstein and Jeffrey Friedman, 1995.

Reel Sex #8, HBO, Produced by Patty Kaplan, March 1994

Phil Donahue Show, live national talk show produced by Ed Glavin, May 1991

Gay and Lesbian Erotica in the U.S., a TV documentary produced by Clare Bevin, 
BBC London

Peril or Pleasure: Feminism and Pornography, a video feature directed by 
Andrea Torrice, 1989

Stripped Bare: Women in the Sex Industry Speak Out, a video feature directed by 
Caitlin Manning, 1988

The Virgin Machine, feature film directed by Monica Treut , W. Germany/US, 
1988



SCREENPLAYS

Bound, (special consultant), produced by Dino DeLaurentis, and directed by 
Larry and Andy Wachowski, 1996.

Erotique, Group 1 Films, 1994

AWARDS & BESTSELLERS

Writer of the Year, Erotic Awards, London, 2004

Inducted into The X-Rated Hall of Fame, 2004

Erotic Film/Video of the Year, for Sex Pest, London, England, June 1999

 New York Press Best Of 1998, Best Sex Columnist, for Salon Magazine's 
"Sexpert Opinion" Column

Lambda Literary Award, Best Photography/Art Book of the Year, 1997, for 
Nothing But the Girl

Firecracker Award, Best Photography/Art Book of the Year, 1997, for Nothing 
But the Girl

Good Vibrations Venus Award, 1997, for community service in sex education

Full Exposure, National Bestseller, 1999

Best American Erotica, National Bestseller since 1993

Sexual State of the Union, National Bestseller, 1997

PERIODICALS

Contributing Editor and advice columnist, BUST magazine, 1998 to present

Sex Columnist, Playboy Online, 1999 to 2000

Columnist, Libida, 2000-2001

Columnist, Salon, 1997 to 200



Contributing Fiction Editor, Penthouse, 1995-1996

Columnist, San Francisco Review of Books, 1992-1994

Editor, On Our Backs, 1984-1991

Contributing Editor and Film Columnist, Penthouse Forum, 1987-1989





Mommy's Little Girl:

On Sex, Motherhood, Porn, 
and Cherry Pie



Reviews From Other Authors:

“Susie Bright is more or less the woman at the core of the pro-sex feminist 
movement of the past 30 years.  The original editor of _On Our Backs_, the only 
lesbian magazine dedicated to the notion than women actually like sex for sex's 
sake, the editor and producer of both Best American Erotica and Herotica, Ms 
Bright is almost single-handedly responsible for teaching an entire generation of 
men and women the simple fact that women enjoy sex.”

Elf Sternberg, Newsgroups: soc.sexuality.general

“Susie Bright's newest book is sassy, poignant, and politically astute. It's
especially moving to read how this bisexual sex radical passes her controversial 
beliefs on to her daughter in a loving and age-appropriate way. Until we can
read her daughter Aretha's first book, Mommy's Little Girl can keep us
going with Bright's witty and frank takes on the state of sex in America.”

Patrick Califia, "Speaking Sex to Power"

Susie's voice is always a beacon in the darkness, a light on the horizon, an oasis 
in a desert of ignorance.
Lily Burana, “Strip City”

“Mommy s Little Girl is absolutely charming and really tickled my fancy. I laughed 
out loud. Susie Bright touches upon truths about sex /life with wit, wisdom and 
warmth. She tackles some tough topics seemingly effortlessly.”

Annie Sprinkle Ph.D.,  Sex Worker turned Sexologist.

“Susie Bright is a genius, a goddess, a sorceress and a damned fine writer.  I 
inhaled MOMMY’S LITTLE GIRL in one sitting and I’d bet even money you will 
too.”

Maggie Estep, “Hex” and “Diary of an Emotional Idiot”

“Susie’s done it again! She’s older, wiser, wittier, and more brutally honest than 
ever before. When it comes to sex, she’s done it all.”

Betty Dodson
“Susie Bright is America’s ranking connoisseur of sex, porn, and freedom of 



physical expression. If Americans are no more comfortable than ever with frank 
talk about sexuality, Bright might well be the first person to thank.”

James Sullivan, “Book” Magazine



A Whorish Madonna
A Review of Mommy's Little Girl: On Sex, Motherhood, Porn, and Cherry Pie

Review by Polly Pagenhart

 In April 1990 I happened to be in Minneapolis, considering a graduate program 
at the University of Minnesota. I was walking across the campus, wondering 
about the community I might find there, when what should I espy on a kiosk but 
a poster for an upcoming lecture and video tour about lesbo erotica, offered by 
none other than Susie Bright, gonzo pro-sex feminist editor of On Our Backs 
Magazine. I wasted not a minute getting myself there, and what I found did not 
disappoint.

Packing the auditorium was a full spectrum of the Twin Cities' thriving feminist 
community, from pro-sex gals sporting knee-high dominatrix boots to radical 
anti-porn gals, wool socks poking out from under their Birkenstocks.

 As happened so often during those years, Ms. Bright served as a lightning rod 
for the anti-porn contingent, and they made their presence known, leafleting 
outside the auditorium and threatening to let off a stink bomb inside the 
building. But for all the Sturm und Drang leading up to her talk, when the 
"Pauline Kael of porn" strode on stage -- robustly pregnant -- whatever further 
hi-jinx the protesters might have had in mind went, well, flaccid. No banner 
drop. No shouting matches. Bright's talk and video extravaganza went off 
without a hitch.

In retrospect, I sincerely believe that the Susie nay-sayers were simply 
flummoxed by her pregnitude. How can you, in good conscience, harass a 
pregnant lady? You kind of just can't. Especially not if you're a feminist. Yet I get 
the feeling she'd have welcomed the incongruity of it. One of the great gifts of 
Bright's work has been her insistence that women -- and men -- be seen in 
their contradictory wholeness, sexuality interwoven with everything to which it 



may be conventionally construed to be in opposition. Like, say, motherhood. She 
takes this weave up directly in Mommy's Little Girl, the twelfth book she's pulled 
together since that eventful night in Minneapolis. It consists of some 21 essays, 
divided into four main groupings, one interlude of sorts, and a recipe for cherry 
pie.

 In one essay, "Dirty Bookstore Docent," she tells a friend, "Going to these places 
[old school porn shops] is like visiting a museum -- you need a history lesson, a 
decoder ring, and an experienced docent if you want to have a clue as to what's 
really going on." And that's what Bright is, in Mommy's Little Girl: a dirty docent 
to the paradoxical world of the multifaceted sexual being. "We're walking, we're 
walking," you imagine her intoning, as she gestures grandly in the direction of the 
topics taken up in these essays: words of wisdom about sex spoken to her 
daughter; some foreshadowing of the Viagra craze; octogenarian nudists; a day 
on the set of a porn film; (sex) life on book tour. At one point you may pause 
and ask yourself: But wait! Where is the connection to motherhood in most of 
these pieces? To which one would have to answer: Nowhere, explicitly, in a lot of 
them. Except that a mother wrote them all. Which may well be all that's needed 
to substantiate the "motherhood" in the subtitle.

The first (eponymous) grouping is the only one to expressly take up either 
motherhood or her child, Aretha. Still, some of the passages in this section alone 
are worth the price of the book -- such as in "Checkmate," when she describes 
to her preteen daughter what sex is: "It's any two (or more -- I'm so careful) 
people touching each other all over with their hands or mouths or genitals. She 
really doesn't know yet that when most people say 'sex,' they mean only penis-
vagina intercourse." Or in "The Birthing Day Party," when she describes the 
heart-to-heart she had with her daughter's chums at Aretha's tenth birthday 
slumber party. "Spare me the nineteenth-century illusions about childhood's 
precious blankness," she writes. "These girls are smart and inquisitive. They are 
experts at bathroom humor. But they are also deliberately kept ignorant of their 
intrinsic female anatomy -- to the point of not even knowing the names of 
anything below the waist." Again and again, Bright makes the case that honest 
talk about sexuality is a liberatory, feminist project, one that benefits both 
women and men, both young people and adults.

In her introduction she notes that she considered the book's organizing theme to 
be that of sex and family. Yet the essays in the sections following "Mommy's Little 
Girl" range over an even wider terrain, often only very indirectly related to family, 
and sometimes only faintly related to sex. "Vargas in Drag" is a close reading of 
Alberto Vargas pinup calendars of the 1940s, filled with early images of the diva 
warrior dominatrix from whom Xena and Laura Croft are descendant; "Intern 
Phobia" is an unfortunately self-involved complaint about the groupies that haunt 



the edges of her life as national sex sage; "Checking Out" (which stands alone in 
its own section) is a moving and probing epitaph for a vital friend who vowed to 
end her life before 70, and followed through.

 If the tone and audience of the essays collected here vary a great deal, it's not a 
surprise, considering the range of publications in which most were first 
published: her column in Salon, Libida.com, Playboy, The Realist, and the now 
defunct Yahoo! Internet Life. This is the range of what knocks around in the head 
of "the X-rated intellectual," as she has been dubbed. It's an interesting head, 
and an interesting life. And if you can get past the expectations raised by the 
book's title and subtitle -- namely, that the text therein will explore the 
confluence of motherhood and sexuality, directly and consistently -- then you'll 
have an enlightening, frequently engrossing, often laugh-out-loud-funny read.

Ultimately, it's the simple juxtaposition of the elements found in the subtitle of 
Mommy's Little Girl that is of such value. A lot on sex, a little bit on motherhood, 
plenty on porn, one recipe for cherry pie, laid next to one another, and 
occasionally taken up and knit together. One can forgive what might seem to be 
an awkward fit -- after all, even great sex can be, at times, awkward, and any 
essay collection spanning as many as a dozen years is bound to be loosely knit, 
at best. Perhaps the most redeeming argument for that loose knit is this: these 
disparate elements are not disparate in the lives of actual people. Women who 
are parents do contend -- in the same body, often in the same day -- with 
motherhood and sex and even porn. And sometimes, at the end of that day, 
when none of the above satisfies, what a gal really needs is a hot, dripping, hunk 
of cherry pie.



Mommy's Little Girl: On Sex, Motherhood, Porn & Cherry Pie
Susie Bright
Thunder's Mouth Press, 2003

reviewed by Loraine Hutchins

Children motivate us to face our deepest contradictions and beliefs.  Some of the 
toughest ones concern sex, so it's absurd to exclude them, and considerations of 
them, from discussions of sexuality; they're one of its natural outcomes in the 
first place. Youthful Susie Sexpert long ago grew into a loving writing Mom, but 
her editors told her she couldn't be both sex goddess and parent.  With this 
book she's proved them wrong, once again enlarging our cultural perspectives 
on erotic power and its expression with the merry wit and incisive American 
sexual behaviors commentary we've come to expect from her. Written before 
daughter Aretha entered her teen years, the stories in Mommy's Little Girl  
represent a bit of what Susie learned about sex and family over the past 
decade.  "My Mommy's Job," the first piece, features a classic parent-child 
conversation --  a child's embarrassment over some aspect of their parent's 
character or circumstance; in this case mom's sex-writing profession.  In another 
piece set at a little girl's birthday party the talk of Aretha and her friends turns 
naturally to births - their own births, photos of Aretha's birth and her mom's 
age-appropriate stories of women helping each other give birth.  What an 
improvement on my own childhood sex education! 

"The things my daughter brought home her first-grade year on the 
subjects of sex, race, and religion made me want to wash out the entire mouth 
of our crazy world with the strongest soap I could find," Bright says, and gives 
examples of how first graders are taught American imperialism and male 
supremacy in their recess games.  But Aretha wants to know why some of her 
classmates don't take their clothes off when the class goes to the pond to swim 
(this is liberal college-town California here). Mom explains that those children's 
family "believes in a god that thinks the naked human body is shameful and we 



don't," only to be caught short by Aretha's deeper questions on the exact nature 
of god or gods, and her child-whisper "I believe in all of them," as she lifts her 
arms around her in a swirl to indicate the rosary, the Krishna, the Barbie, "and a 
book of Greek myths (that) lay on the floor in a pile of dirty laundry." 

By no means is this book entirely about children's views of sex or parents 
efforts to explain it.  It includes reprints from her Salon and Playboy columns -- 
tips for men and women about how to enjoy sex (or ruin it); her account of being 
a Dirty Bookstore Docent, and various erotic adventures she had with farmers, 
bellboys, and massage therapists on book tours past.     
 

"Checking Out," is an eloquent piece about the sudden, yet premeditated, 
death of someone dear.  Sally Binford, a personal friend of Bright's, killed herself 
at 69, not because she was sick or depressed but because she believed in 
"quitting while she was ahead."  A pioneering anthropologist, archeologist and 
antiwar activist, Binford was also one of the founders of the modern feminist 
movement, "the female star of the only movie ever made about the sex lives of 
old people," and "… a trailblazer to the very end, the only bisexual member of 
the very first Old Lesbian Conference steering committee." The piece is both a 
Binford appreciation and an interesting inquiry into mentoring, secrets, and the 
paradoxes of aging in a culture that disrespects both elders and the young.  In 
"Pornographic Futures" she advocates for internet free speech despite the drek,  
hoping we'll someday get beyond the "sexual fears and prejudices of a high-
strung, titillated three-year-old" (her characterization of most porn consumers) 
and transcend "sexual dishonesty and erotic hucksterism," since "the true future 
of erotica is, unfortunately, unimaginable to us all."  "How Much Wood?" and "Boys 
Who Want Burgers" explore the changing nature of male angst, offering 
disturbing observations on men's changing sense of their own sexuality; how 
Viagra use and women's evolving sexual behavior is affecting them. 

Bright has successfully survived in the public eye as an out bisexual who is a sex 
teacher, author, and parent for almost two decades now partly because she has 
such an unfailing sense of the social trends of all things sexual. She's 
undoubtedly written trenchant things on same-sex marriage.  However my 
favorite piece in Mommy's Little Girl is where Bright explains both the 
compassion of an older woman for her partner's younger inexperienced (absent) 
lover and the tenderness she and her lover share with each other. If you're ever 
wanted an example of what polyamorists call compersion - the opposite of 
jealousy, read "The Best She Ever Had," and all the other pieces too.   



The Facts of Life From a Mommy Who's Been Around the Block

by Rachel Kramer Bussel
February 9th, 2004 

Mommy's Little Girl may have the naughty ring of a porn title, but in Susie Bright's 
experienced hands, the phrase is both a reference to her 12-year-old daughter 
Aretha, whose budding sex education features in several of the essays included 
here, and a nod to our dirtiest fantasies.

 Bright shines when she peels away her own mystique and takes us inside the 
uncertainties of her sex life. These include a fling with a farmer who's taken her 
vibrator advice to heart and a frank assessment of her own "terrible" blowjob 
technique.

 In the past, Bright saw sex everywhere; it sometimes seemed as though that 
were the only lens through which she viewed the world. Here, she tackles other 
topics, such as a friend's suicide, and looks at some of the downsides of our in-
your-face sexual era. She still has strident moments of pro-sex propaganda ("I 
don't want to see any more young women turn thirty years old before they 
understand what a female orgasm is"), but there is a maturity to her writing. 
Rather than offering knee-jerk reactions to conservative attitudes toward sex, 
Bright grapples with the much tougher question of what sex can and can't add to 
our lives, most delightfully in twin tongue-in-cheek guides for men and women 
on "how to ruin your sex life." Bright doesn't try to make sex a panacea. Instead 
she attempts to leave a legacy for her daughter's generation, of adults who view 
sex as vital, political, powerful, and ever changing.  



 

Table Ready : Black Cherry
 By Stephanie Rosenbaum 
March 24, 2004

'SOMETIMES YOU NEED  to prepare a meal that will make someone fall in love 
with you," Susie Bright writes at the end of her latest book of essays, Mommy's 
Little Girl: On Sex, Motherhood, Porn, and Cherry Pie. Isn't that always the point? 
Everyone wants to be loved – by children, by friends and lovers and roommates 
and dogs. Cooking is just a shortcut. Because direct as it might be to simply ask 
all your nearest and dearest to express their devotion, in word and song, every 
day, it's a little more subtle to slip into the kitchen with a chicken and a bottle of 
wine and show them not only how much you love them but also how much fun 
can be had by their being in love with you too.

 When it comes to planning the menu, a tiny bit of surprise is always nice, just to 
show you've been paying attention. Has your beloved or best friend expressed, 
just in passing, an abiding belief that heaven would be a place where there are 
finally enough shrimp dumplings? Is he or she in love with profiteroles, lemon 
curd, roast chicken? These days, under the steak tartare sway of my Scorpio 
sign, I'm on the side of the primal. After all, what is the carnal but the desire for 
flesh and blood and bone? If you'd rather have fish, then make it a whole one, a 
beautiful branzino or rockfish slashed here and there and rubbed with olive oil 
and a little crushed fresh oregano, thrown into a hot oven, showered with lemon 
juice, and brought to the table in all its head-to-tail glory. Be brave. Fillets are 
too twee to get you what you want.

 For dessert, I would go back and listen to what Bright says about her Eternal 
Cherry Devotion Pie, the recipe for which is easily worth the price of the book. 
"Don't make this pie if you're just toying with someone – you'll be sorry. Don't 
make this pie for your lover if you don't want him or her by your side forever, 
then moaning at your grave when you're gone. This is serious stuff." She goes on 



to warn that the desired effect can be achieved only by using fresh cherries, 
which have about a five-minute summer season in the Bay Area. Of course, you 
could seize the day and make it right now anyway using frozen or canned-in-
juice Bing cherries, or file the recipe away for a summer fling. 



Mommy’s Little Girl: On Sex Motherhood, Porn and Cherry Pie
by Susie Bright
THunders Mouth Press 2004
Review by Erika Schickel

Susie Bright’s latest collection of essays concerns sexual reality, rather than 
sexual fantasy. It explores the world we actually live in, where our children roll 
their eyes at us, guys approach us with cliched come-on's and we all end up 
with a few gray pubes. 

In “Dirty Bookstore Docent,” a tour of an old-school sex emporium, our sexpert 
wryly likens the massive dildos found at the door to “stone lions guarding the 
gateway to the New York Public Library.” In the “Buzz of the Century” we learn 
with a satisfied sigh that the vibrator wa invented a full decade before the 
vacuum cleaner,. Another winner is the keenly observed “Pornographic Futures” 
in which Susie calls out to cleavage popping teen idols, “They don't sing for the 
revolution but their the matching accessories.” Right on, Susie!



The 
Best 

American 
Erotica 

2004



EROTICA TRENDS UNCOVERED

SANTA CRUZ, Calif. (Wireless Flash) -- War brings out some
strange emotions -- even in erotica.
      That's according to Susie Bright, editor of "The Best
American Erotica 2004" (Touchstone), a collection of literary
pornography by authors as diverse as "Rolling Stone" music
critic Toure and actor Alan Cumming.
      Bright says every time the U.S. goes to war, she gets a
flood of stories in which the man is the submissive partner
to a sexed-up superwoman who sweeps him off his feet.
      She says last year's war in Iraq brought dozens of these
stories her way, and theorizes it might be a reaction to the
macho man posturing of U.S. politicians declaring war.
      Other erotica trends Bright has observed include
straight, middle-aged housewives writing the kinkiest guy-on-
guy porn you can imagine and political porn which imagines
the turn-ons of buttoned-down public figures like Dick
Cheney.



 The Best American Erotica 2004
Bright, Susie
ISBN: 0-74-322262-8
Touchstone Books
Paperback $14.00
2004/02

Variations on the standard hook-up fantasy alternate with stories based on more 
elaborate, imaginative conceits in this year's edition of Bright's annual collection. 
One of the most amusing offerings is David R. Enoch's "Sex in Space: The Video," 
in which an astronaut seeks public revenge when his libidinous space lover 
cheats on him with another astronaut. John Yohe offers a more earthbound erotic 
turn in "They're for My Husband" when a woman takes her cross-dressing 
spouse shopping for lingerie, only to team up with the female sales clerk for an 
unexpected exercise in humiliation. More cutting humor is on display in James 
Strouse's "Joanie," in which a chubby 16-year-old girl finds a novel way to rebel 
against her parents when she is sent to feed the tropical fish of her father's out-
of-town coworker. Magazine writer Tour chips in with a snappy piece of sex talk 
poetry titled "The Guest," and Broadway star Alan Cumming tells the story of a 
coke-fueled romp that ends in tears; other contributors include Geoffrey Landis, 
Jerry Stahl and Maggie Estep. Some entries disappoint with by-the-numbers 
plotting, but the quality of the writing is generally high, and Bright's quick-hit 
format offers plenty of instant gratification. (Feb. 3)   



Column:  BOOKS ON TAPE
 'BEST AMERICAN' SERIES CONSISTENTLY GOOD 
SANDY BAUERS, Knight Ridder News Service 
January 21, 2004 

What a luxury it is to have a team of experts sort through mounds upon mounds 
of material, culling the best, then have accomplished narrators read it to me 
while I drive along.

For those with an open mind, check out Susie Bright's "The Best American 
Erotica," published by Audible.com (10 hours, $19.95). Audible is an online 
audio download company. Just make sure you listen this winter, before you're 
riding around in the spring with the windows open and realize too late that the 
pedestrians at a busy intersection where you've stopped are looking at you 
oddly.

 In the introduction, Bright even dishes out entertaining anecdotes related to an 
erotica writers' survey. Had the authors ever won any prizes? (Make way for the 
childhood trophies.) Did they have any formal writing training? (Not many.) Did 
they ever work in the sex industry? (Ditto; these stories are largely the works of 
vivid imaginations.)



Susie Bright Presents:

Three The Hard Way

Erotic Novellas 
b y

William Harrison
Greg Boyd

Tsaurah Litzky



Kirkus Reviews: Three The Hard Way,  ed., Susie Bright 
(Touchcstone/Fireside)

Editor Bright asks three writers to face a life-changing sexual event. Most skilled 
here is William Harrison (the magnetic Mountains of the Moon, the magnificent 
The Blood Latitudes), who often writes about Africa when not presenting a 
futuristic action fantasy like The Roller Ball Murders. In "Shadow of a Man," set in 
South Africa the year before Mandela's release, Texan photographer Cal Vega is 
invited to Johannesburg to photograph an elderly retired general; his daughter 
wants the picture. Cal is a philosopher of the camera and has intriguing if cynical 
views about his art. Ellen, the general's daughter, seduces Cal and takes him off 
to her beachfront home. Her sexual enjoyment turns on fantasy: she's 15 and 
Cal is her 14-year-old brother, and so on. She takes him to a big party, mixed 
whites and blacks, and the real object of her seduction turns out to be that she 
wants many pictures of those at the party, because one is a mole. All turns 
tragic, and Cal's thoughts focus on the shadow within, and on his stupid, stupid, 
stupid philosophy. Greg Boyd, relating "The Widow," splits his page in half and 
on the top tells of "Karen Regent," a widow who secretly writes a pornographic 
novel to make up for her nonorgasmic life, while on the bottom Boyd 
simultaneously tells her husband's story after discovering and reading the book 
on the wife's hard drive. In Karen's novel, she goes off to France to recover from 
grief, discovers masturbation, and is seduced by a French photographer. In the 
sub-story, the shocked husband, not dead, tells of reading his wife Mandy's tale 
and his rock-hard erection. Rawest of all, Tsaurah Litzky's "The Motion of the 
Ocean" leaps from her brother's bar mitzvah to 30years later as the heroine 
more or less makes sense of her sex life while fitting photos into a fat new 
album. More sex in this one than in the other two combined. Smartly done, at 
times deeply felt.

 



Other Authors on Three the Hard Way

“Legs aren't the only things that open in this exceptional book.  Your mind also 
opens wider.  You come to the realization that sex doesn't have to be as
bland as vanilla ice cream.  Like these three brave authors - Litsky, Body and 
Harrison - you can make your own flavors.

Through this and her other books Susie Bright has taken sex out of the Dark 
Ages of porno magazines and movies and has restored it to the stature it once 
held in ancient Greek times.  Susie Bright is our new Sappho.

Even if one knew nothing about Susie Bright - which is almost impossible if you're 
interested in the literature of sex - she reveals a lot about herself by the stories 
she has chosen for this book.  She doesn't believe that having sex is like taking a 
vacation from the brain.

Hal Sirowitz, Author of 'Before, During & After' and 'Mother Said'
Former Poet Laureate of Queens, New York

"Eroticism has always gotten a bad rap in America - a holdover from our
Puritan roots, I guess. But with the novellas in Three the Hard Way, Susie Bright
has taken another step towards reclaiming sensuality for all of us, and
insinuating it into the mainstream where it belongs. Smart, sexy, and utterly
authentic, this is a collection of real work by real writers operating at the top of
their form. Susie Bright is a national treasure, and we should be thankful to
have her around."
 
— David L. Ulin, editor of “Writing Los Angeles: A Literary Anthology”
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"The best of audible.com is... a witty program called In Bed with Susie Bright." 
(Playboy)

 "Maybe the best sex writer in America, period." (Boston Phoenix)

 "Let's face it. She's not boring." (The Los Angeles Times Magazine)

Called "the widest read, reviled and revered sex expert in America" by The San 
Jose Mercury News, Susie Bright is one of the best-known sex writers in the 
United States. Now, Susie has teamed up with Audible to bring you her new 
weekly show, In Bed with Susie Bright - available only at audible.com. Susie 
addresses the sexual politics of the day's news in the show's "Front Page," 
reviews recent movies and erotic books, answers your sex and relationship 
questions, and, her "Try This at Home" segment, offers intimate, frank, and 
supportive sexual advice to help you feel better about sex and your sexuality - 
both in bed and in the world. And don't forget, you can ask Susie your 
completely confidential sexual questions by e-mailing her at susie@audible.com.

 
Reviewer: Mark,  from Warner, NH, USA    Date: July 03, 2003
 One month? One MONTH? How could anybody ever be "satisfied" with only one 
MONTH?! One of the best things about discovering Audible in 2001, was 



discovering Susie's show. She's interesting, intelligent and insightful. If you're into 
erotica you'll want to keep up with what's going on. If you're entirely new to the 
whole area of "sex-positive" conversation, you'll be surprised and challenged by 
the depth of information and reflection Susie will bring to your life. HOWEVER - if 
you're a moralistic, religious bigot - DON'T BOTHER. Susie's show is for those 
who are not afraid to look beyond the boundaries of what often passes for 
"normal" and see a whole new realm of personal freedom and expression. And 
of course it's for those who crossed that boundary sometime, but just can't quite 
remember that far back! Susie Bright was a new discovery for me and now I 
wouldn't go without my annual subscription.

Reviewer: Liz,  from Toronto, Canada    Date: May 05, 2004
 I've been listening to In Bed with Susie Bright for two years now and can honestly 
say that she is a god(dess) send. Funny, articulate, provocative, challenging, 
grounded, pragmatic - Susie has, once again, helped me find my sexual centre. 
Keep on rockin', Susie!



 

In Bed with Susie Bright
Reviewed by Gwydion McCarthy

I don't know what it is about a woman's voice. Women's voices make me weep, 
sing and get a hard-on in microseconds. Simple syllables pouring out of their 
mouths can change everything. I listen for each nuance, each tone, each power-
packed syllable and my mind goes into overtime interpreting, reacting, listening. 
It's amazing how some words, spoken just the right way, can strike right at the 
heart of me. I've always reacted better to women's voices than men's -- I've 
always been more apt to pay attention to a woman teacher, for example, than a 
male. 

So, when I first heard that Susie Bright (perhaps best known as the Supreme 
Editrix of the Best American Erotica series and the Herotica series, but also 
famous in her own right as the provocateur of nude slave boy tea parties) had a 
radio program on audible.com, I was excited. Having just finished listening (and 
listening, and listening, and listening) to our own Susannah Indigo's sultry tones 
read to us The Reinvention of Velvet, Softly, I thought to myself, "Another Sex 
Goddess' dulcet vocalizations! I must have them!" 

Well, I wasn't disappointed. Susie has a very lovely voice. She sounds all at once 
like a wise, knowing madam, a sex therapist, and your Aunt Franny from 
California (yes, you know the one -- that sexy aunt, who somehow leaves the 
window drapes open because she doesn't see anything wrong with changing into 
her bathing suit standing there in front of the window. The one who says, "What's 
wrong with flesh, anyway? It's just skin!"). There is an open, wicked innocence to 
her nature that makes it a little amusing or even surprising when she casually 
mentions this porn king or that sex worker with the same tone of voice as 
someone might describe a plumber or a house wife. 

Without voice acting at all, she manages to show a range of mien. When she is 
discussing the silliness of the world, you can hear a kind of feisty annoyance. 
When she's being teasing and sweet you can feel her empathy and mischief. 
When she's trying to keep an open mind, you can hear it creaking open. It's a lot 



of fun to listen to her, and I find myself smiling many times through the course of 
her show. She doesn't sound careworn or weary, nothing like any stereotype of a 
sex-crazed pornographer ever dreamt up. Susie is a perfectly decent person. 
You can hear it in her voice. 

The show is produced (as Susie shared with us in one of the episodes) at a radio 
station in California where Susie lives. She takes great pains to make certain 
there is a lot of variance in the material she presents -- this is not one long, 
droning package, but rather a buffet of interesting tidbits, tantalizing morsels, 
and some good-for-you granola as well. 

The interface for audible.com is not a problem, either. They have managed to 
perfect downloading audio files from their website in such a way that it's difficult 
to copy them and thus spread them around. Still, you can attach one of the many 
MP3 players and take Susie with you -- to bed, on the plane, in the car, 
wherever. 

My favorite bits in her shows have always revolved around her personal 
sexuality. In one show, she read a very hot reader letter about how to pick up 
the hotel staff in any particular hotel in which you are staying -- and then 
supposedly set about to try out these techniques, to no avail. But the sexy part 
was that she thought about it, was really willing to try it, and did. How refreshing! 
Also her description of the naked slave boy tea party was very humorous and 
sexy -- and nothing like you expect it might be! 

That's why I keep going back to listen to her -- she's surprising and her show 
makes you think about sexuality in atypical ways. For example, she asked her 
own father (yes, his name is Mr. Bright) to be on her show and explain his 
studies of Native American sex stories, one of which (a story about Coyote and 
his extremely long penis) was very funny. Another surprise was an essay 
revealing her conversation with her daughter about what she does for a living. 

She's also quite open to her audience and has read many reader letters over the 
weeks, which definitely brings an interactive feel to her show. Each letter is 
treated with judicious respect and dignity, in situations most other talk show 
hosts would be hard pressed not to giggle (such as a letter from a gentleman 
who's into infantilism, although his wife is not). 

Susie's got a brand new outlet, a new way to reach people with this audible.com 
series and I hope she continues to shock, astound, surprise, arouse, cajole and 
entertain in many weeks (dare I say years?) to come. Now, a new episode's just 
arrived at audible.com, so look for me In Bed with Susie Bright! 
Review ©2001 by Gwydion McCarthy 
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KNOWLEDGE IS (SEXUAL) POWER
Stake your claim on your body and all its erotic elements. So much attention is 
paid to cleavage and weight, but these things have little or nothing to do with 
orgasm and sensual pleasure. It's a crime that so many women don't know 
what's happening below their waists.

GOOD VIBES
Self-exploration is the key to sexual awareness: If you don't know yourself, it's 
unlikely that your partner will be able to give you what you want and need. Make 
time for masturbation and fantasizing the same way you would for anything else 
that's important in your life (gym, hobbies, etc.).

GET VOCAL
Stop faking it! And that goes way beyond pretending to have an orgasm, 
although that's certainly a no-no. It's safe to assume that every living, breathing 
human being is sexual, so why pretend that sex isn't important to you? Always 
tell your lover what feels good and don't compromise— lying about sex always 
ends up hurting you more than anyone else.

DIY PORN
Here's what a lot of women have right when it comes to their distaste of porn: 
Most of what's commercially available IS sexist, and you have to endure a lot of 
baloney just to find bits you like. So why not turn a negative into a positive and 
make it yourself? Write your own erotica, take your own pictures: It's a great way 
to capture your memories and create a collection in the process.

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST
Susie's golden rule: Take inspiration from everyone and instruction from no one!





 
Interview de Susie Bright 

Bonjour Susie pouvez vous vous présenter et dire aux féministes 
françaises qui vous êtes ? 

A l’époque où j’habitais dans le Languedoc, quand ma fille était encore bébé, 
mes amis dans le village me présentaient en disant "c’est cette fille assez 
gentille, qui fait des livres sur le sexe… vous savez, pour les américains". 
L’expression sur leur visage me donnait l’impression que j’aidais les Américains 
a surmonter leur "handicap".
 Ça me faisait rire, parce que c’est vrai, mais je n’étais pas totalement de 
connivence, parce que la France ne m’avait pas l’air d’une sorte d’utopie de la 
libération sexuelle ou de l’égalité des sexes ! Un tel endroit n’existe pas sur 
terre, malheureusement.
 J’écris des livres sur le sexe, et la politique sexuelle. J’édite et je rédige une 
collection de référence de littérature érotique. Je suis une militante politique de 
gauche dans beaucoup de domaines. Je produis et je présente une émission 
radio qui s’appelle "In Bed with  Susie".
 En tant qu’écrivaine et enseignante, je suis critique de pornographie, et j’ai 
apporté de nouvelles idées en ce qui concerne la critique culturelle de la 
représentation sexuelle.  J’ai lancé le premier magazine lesbien dans les années 
80, On Our Backs, qui était assez révolutionnaire à l’époque. Je suis bisexuelle, 
je vis avec un homme, mon partenaire, et ma fille adolescente.



Pourquoi avoir choisi de parler de sexe ? 

Ce n’était que la continuation logique de mon militantisme politique, qui a 
commencé au lycée dans les années 70. J’étais une féministe adolescente, je me 
battais pour la contraception, le droit à l’avortement, et pour que les jeunes 
femmes obtiennent leur indépendance sexuelle vis-à-vis du contrôle parental... 
Au fur et à mesure que le mouvement a pris de l’ampleur, les femmes ont 
commencé à parler d’autres problèmes liés au sexe. Au début tout le monde 
était tellement intéressé par les idées de base, comment avoir un orgasme, ou 
prendre le pas sur l’homme sexuellement, etc. Mais ensuite nous avons 
commencé à parler de ce qui nous excite, nos imaginaires sexuels, et c’est 
devenu bien plus sujet à controverse! Je me suis rendue compte qu’il y avait des 
éléments dans le féminisme qui ne tenaient  pas compte de la sexualité 
humaine, et qu’un véritable débat  sur ce que pouvait être le véritable pouvoir 
sexuel des femmes  était. Vous savez, je suis tellement vieille aujourd’hui, que  
ma passion m’a amenée sur différents chemins. J’ai essayé  de les résumer sur 
susiebright.com, allez y jeter un coup  d’œil!

 Vous dites qu'il faut éduquer les adultes au sexe. Ne pensez-vous pas 
que c'est déjà tard et que mieux vaut commencer avec les enfants et les 
ados ? 

Je vous concède qu’on peut avoir un impact plus important sur la vie des gens 
lorsqu’ils sont jeunes, j’avais bien sûr cela à l’esprit quand j’ai élevé ma propre 
fille. Mais j’ai été élevée dans une tradition catholique, très craintive et honteuse 
de tout ce qui a trait au sexe. Je suis tellement heureuse d’avoir rencontrée des 
gens et lu des livres qui ont changé tout ça dans mon adolescence ! Mes 
expériences les plus puissantes et les plus enrichissantes sont arrives à l’âge 
adulte. La maturité intellectuelle, la sagesse… tout cela vient quand on vieillit. 
Donc il n’est jamais trop tard !

 Vous parlez du puritanisme américain et avez choisi de le combattre. Pensez 
vous que votre combat soit nécessaire dans des pays comme la France 
apparemment plus ouverts sur le sujet, et moins répressif ? vous dites : "Sexual 
expression is THE most repressed form of American speech". Selon vous, 
pourquoi réprimer et interdire le fait de parler de sexe ? Sont-ce des raisons 
religieuses et/ou politiques ? 

Je comprends les aspects protestants et très américains du puritanisme. Mais ça 
va plus loin que cela ! Une des caractéristiques fondamentales du Puritanisme 
est le sexisme, et le point de vue patriarcal que le PÈRE doit être à la tête de la 
famille, que les femmes et les enfants sont ses sujets qu’il doit diriger et 



contrôler. C’est une idée très ecclésiastique, comme vous le savez...

 De la même façon, le capitalisme, en tant que système social, est vraiment 
catastrophique pour la sexualité, et pour les envies créatrices en général. Notre 
éthique de travail incite à la compétition poussée à l’extrême, et considère le 
plaisir comme une simple commodité.
 
J’aimerais m’exprimer sur ce que j’observe à propos de la France, sans vouloir 
jouer les  je sais tout, justement parce que je ne sais pas tout! Comprenez que 
ce sont mes commentaires en toute humilité.
 
Bien sûr j’ai apprécié la façon détendue dont les Français ne rejettent pas des 
choses comme la nudité, ou la façon dont les gens acceptent qu’on puisse avoir 
des relation sexuelles dans la vie de tous les jours. Les parents peuvent faire 
des blagues en face de leurs enfants, ce n’est pas un problème. J’ai apprécié le 
fait que personne n’ait essayé de tuer un ou une autre parce qu’il ou elle a des 
relations sexuelles. Les hommes étaient plus à l’aise avec d’autres hommes, 
physiquement, même se montraient affectueux. J’adorais ça!Néanmoins, j’étais 
attristée de voir toutes ces femmes organiser leur rythme de vie au bon vouloir 
et autour des disponibilités de leurs maris, à un tel point que les possibilités et 
les rêves des femmes passaient au deuxième plan, bien bien après…
 
Les filles et les femmes ne sont que des citoyennes de second rang, point final, 
et ce genre de choses est accepté. On attend d’elles qu’elles se préoccupent de 
leur féminité et de leur beauté et qu’elles soient au service des hommes. Elles 
ne sont pas sensées se plaindre si on ne vante que les qualités intellectuelles de 
leur frère ou si leur mari est un gros bébé qui a besoin qu’on l’entretienne 
constamment. Elles doivent être une copine plaisante, ou une mère aimante… 
oh, ça me rendrait folle ! Et les femmes ont du mal avec la sororité en dehors de 
la famille, parce qu’il n’y a pas de bases matérielles pour ça… les femmes ne 
soutiennent pas les autres femmes.
 
Alors, est-ce que les hommes sont sexistes aux USA ? Bien  sûr. Mais de plus en 
plus de gens se rendent comptent de l’injustice, et que les femmes n’ont pas à 
s’en accommoder en souriant. Les femmes sont plus "arrogantes" si vous voyez 
ce que je veux dire... plus rebelles contre le rôle traditionnellement imposé aux 
femmes.

 Tiens, j’ai une question pour vous… l’année dernière, un livre français a été 
publié aux USA, et tous les journaux en ont parlé. C’étaient les "mémoires" d’une 
célèbre critique d’art française, qui avouait avoir baisé un million d’hommes,  
partouze après partouze. C’était sensé être érotique. Je n’ai jamais rien lu de 
moins "érotique" ! Cette pauvre femme allant de lit en lit, sans avoir d’orgasme 



ou le moindre plaisir sexuel ! Pourquoi elle a fait ça, elle ne le dit pas. Même si 
elle était masochiste, et qu’elle avait décrit ça, ça aurait au moins été 
intéressant ! Qui était cette femme ???? C’est ça la libération sexuelle en France ? 
ça m’a vraiment dégoûté.

 J'ai tendance a trouver les films pornos extrêmement puritains. Chaque 
acte y est montré comme sale et transgressif, comme si on tendait de 
culpabiliser les gens de regarder ce genre de films et d'aimer ce qui s'y 
fait. Que pensez vous du porno ? pensez-vous qu'il y ait du porno peut-
être moins connu et moins commercial qui mériterait d'être mis en avant ? 

J’ai moi aussi ressenti cela devant les premiers pornos que j’ai vus. Mais quand 
j’ai commencé à les étudier, et que j’avais visionné des centaines d’exemples 
de différentes époques, différentes origines, différents réalisateurs… je me suis 
rendu compte qu’il y avait une variété énorme, et qu’il est impossible, voire naïf, 
de tout ranger dans le même groupe. Ça reviendrait à dire que toute la 
nourriture du monde est mauvaise, parce qu’on est allé une fois au McDonalds.
 Certains films érotiques sont bases sur la titillation, d’autres sur l’anti-titillation. 
Certains sont de la satire, d’autres sont discrets, certains faits par des femmes 
d’autres par des militantes, des groupes qui se sentent mis de coté… c’est tout 
ça.

 Malheureusement, on pioche les pièces les plus banales dans les grosses 
productions, tout comme dans la mode on ne voit que quelques créateurs, 
Hollywood ne met en avant que quelques célébrités ennuyeuses… Les bonnes 
choses sont plus indépendantes…

 Beaucoup de féministes pensent que le sado masochisme n'est jamais 
réellement consentant et n'est que l'impression d'un conditionnement. Par la 
même, même si une femme a du plaisir en étant soumise, elles estiment qu'elle 
doit se débarrasser de ce genre de conditionnement. qu'en pensez vous ? 

Pour comprendre le SM, il faut avoir des bases en sexologie, psychologie, 
théâtre, et persuasion. Bien sûr que personne de sain d’esprit ne peut être 
vraiment excité par des abus non-consentants. On peut créer une scène avec 
une sensibilité forte, des émotions bien réelles, avec du respect et des limites 
pour qu’une conclusion heureuse soit atteinte. Le SM érotique est écrit à 
l’avance, et précis… ce n’est pas quelque chose dans lequel on se laisse 
emporter sans de vrais accords ou de vraies limites.
 
Ce n’est pas une dérive abusive ou dégradante des conventions hétérosexuelles 
dans laquelle la femme doit se mettre à disposition de son mari sans le moindre 
recours ou la moindre mot à dire.



 Les gens qui pensent que le sexe coquin est incompréhensible doivent être 
éduquées, et ouvrir un peu leur esprit ou leur cœur. C’est comme les hétéros 
qui trouvent l’homosexualité "perverse". Ils n’en savent rien, mais leurs préjugés 
l’emportent !

 Quand quelqu’un n’est pas comme moi sexuellement, j’essaie de comprendre 
d’où ils vient. Je ne ferais pas de raccourcis en jugeant ses fantasmes.

 Vous avez posé comme modèle. Cela vous a-t-il valu des critiques de la 
part d'autres féministes ? Qu'auriez vous à leur répondre ? 

C’est amusant, on ne m’avait jamais qualifié de "modèle" auparavant! J’ai été 
sujet de photographies bien sûr, mais ça a été en général avec des collègues ou 
des gens avec qui je travaillais. Je me préfère derrière l’objectif en fait ! J’aime 
créer des photographies, surtout avec des images que je trouves nouvelles, qui 
disent des choses qui me concernent.
 Je n’ai vraiment été “modèle” qu’UNE seule fois, et c’est une expérience si 
mauvaise que j’en suis restée choquée… avec  Vanity Fair. Je me suis rendue 
compte que c’était juste comme ça que sont les choses, et j’étais surtout 
choquée parce que j’avais travaillé avec d’autres artistes/pairs/féministes plus 
évolués avant cela. Cette session avec Vanity Fair, ils ne m’ont rien demandé, 
rien dit, ils m’ont utilise comme un accessoire. Le photographe s’est assis sur 
ma poitrine, et a commencé à me raconter des blagues racistes. Je n’ai pas pu 
dire quoique ce soit… je l’ai envoyé paître, et je suis partie. C’était dégoûtant. Si 
ça c’est être un "modèle", je les emmerde.
 On ne m’a jamais ô grand jamais traitée comme ça dans une séance de photos 
érotiques. Je me considère comme partie intégrante de la prise des photos 
autant que du résultat final.

 Certaines féministes, comme Monique Wittig, mettent l'hétérosexualité ou 
le straight mind comme pivot centre de la domination des femmes. Qu'en 
pensez-vous ? Que pensez-vous de la célèbre phrase de Wittig "lesbians 
are not women" ? 

Je ne connais pas trop cette phrase, qu’est-ce que cela signifie ? Est-ce qu’elle 
veut dire par là que les lesbiennes se sont sorties du carcan d’avoir à toujours 
demander l’accord de l’homme ? Être lesbienne libère vraiment les femmes de 
l’idée de "vertu" comme une récompense dans leur vie. Elle ne risque plus 
d’être considérée comme une vierge ou une pute. Elle vit bon nombre de 
concepts sexuels libérateurs, qu’elle pourrait en fait apporter au lit avec un 
homme si elle le voulait. Je ne pense pas que "les femmes qui baisent les 
hommes" soit le problème, physiquement parlant. Je ne pense pas que 
l’attirance hétérosexuelle soit le problème non plus ! C’est le sexisme, 



l’inégalité, le patriarcat, c’est ça qui fait mal! C’est une telle institution que 
beaucoup de gens l’acceptent comme un fait. Je ne suis pas de ces gens-là. Je 
me délecte des façons dont les hommes et les femmes trouvent des moyens de 
s’échapper de ce piège, de refuser les vieilles traditions.

 Dernière question; aucun de vos livres ne semblent traduits en français. 
Pensez vous qu'ils s'adressent a un public avant tout américain ou n'avez 
vous pas encore eu l'opportunité de les faire publier en France ? 

J’aimerais aussi en connaître les raisons! Ça a été très difficile de résumer ma 
vie et ma philosophie dans cette petite interview… ça ne me rend pas justice.
 Certains de mes travaux n’auraient pas grande signification pour les Français, 
parce que c’est écrit pour les Américains… mais beaucoup seraient bien 
acceptés, je pense, et susciteraient probablement un certain intérêt. J’aimerais 
bien trouver un éditeur français qui travaillerait avec moi à choisir les histoires 
les plus intemporelles et les plus adaptées à la culture française.
 J’ai beaucoup appris en France à propos de l’amitié, de la beauté, de bien 
vieillir et de la grâce. Les gens avaient une idée du temps et du lieu tellement 
expressive et sage. Tout ce qui est lié à l’art est tellement plus respecté que 
cela ne l’est ici. Ça me manque terriblement ! Mes amis aussi me manquent… ils 
étaient si patients avec moi…

ENGLISH TRANSLATION

Hello Susie, can you tell French  Feminists who you are? 

When I lived in Languedoc,  when my daughter was a baby, my new friends in 
the village would  introduce me by saying, "She is that rather sweet girl who  
writes about sex-- you know, for Americans."  The look on their face was that I 
was trying to help Americans with their "handicap."
 That made me laugh, because it is true, but I would also feel  like a little 
defensive, because I didn't think France was some  utopia of sexual liberation 
and gender equality! There is no  place like that on this earth, unfortunately.
 I write books about sex and sexual politics. I write and edit an influential series 
of books of erotic literature. I'm a leftwing  political actvist in a lot of areas. I 
produce and host a radio  show called "In Bed with Susie Bright". I critique  
pornography,  as a writer and teacher, and innovated a lot  of the current 
cultural critiques of sexual representation.   I started the first lesbian sex 
magazine, in the 80s, called On  Our Backs, which was quite revolutionary at the 
time. I am bisexual, I live with a man,my partner, and my teenage daughter.

Why do you choose to talk about sex?



It was a natural extension of my political activism which  beggan in high school in 
the 1970s. I was a teenage feminist, I  was agitating for birth control, abortion 
access, young women  having sexual indepence from their parent's control....  as  
the movement developed, women started to talk about other issues  about sex.
 At first everyone was so interested  in the basics, like how to have an orgasm, 
or stand up to man  sexually, etc.  But then we started to discuss what aroused  
us, our sexual imaginations, and that got much more controversial  !
 I realized that I thought there were elements in feminism which  were ignorant of 
human sexuality, and that there needed to be an  open discussion about what 
women's sexual power could really look  like. You know, I'm SO OLD at this point, 
that my passion has  taken me a lot of directions. Please look at my web site,  
susiebright.com, for more info!

 Isn't a little late to educate adults about sex... better to  start when they're 
young ? 

I agree with you that you can make a huge difference in  someone's life when 
they are young, that certainly has been on my mind as I've raised my own 
daughter.
 But I was raised Catholic, very fearful and ashamed about sex. I  am so glad 
that I met people and read books in my adolescence that  changed all that! And 
some of my most powerful  consciouness-raising experiences have been as 
adult. Intellectual  growth, wisdom... all these things come with age. So it is never  
too late!

 You talk about American puritanism and you want to fight it. Do you 
think sucha fight is necessary in a country like France,  which is more 
open? According to you, why would  anybody repress and forbid talk 
about sex? Are there religious or  political reasons? 

I understand the Protestant and peculiarly American aspects of  Puritanism. But 
that is not all there is to it !
 One of its fundamental aspects of Puritanism  is sexism, and the patriarchal 
point of view that the FATHER is  the head of everything, and the women and 
children are his infants  to direct and control.  This is a very church-y idea, as 
you  know.
 Also, capitalism, as a social system, is really catastrophic for  sexuality, and all 
creative impulses. Our work ethic promotes compeition to a cut-throat degree, 
and makes pleasure into a  mediocre commodity.
 I want to say what I observe about France, without sounding too  much like a 
know-it-all, because I am not!  Please take my comments with some humilty on 
my part.
 Of course I enjoyed the casual attitude that the French have  toward things like 



nudity, or the acceptance that people have sex  in the course of their lives. 
Parents can joke about it in front  of their kids; it's no big deal.  I appreciated 
that no one  wanted to KILL someone for being sexual. Men were more 
comfortable  with other men physically, affectionate. I loved all that! However, it 
was painful for me to see how women had to organize so  much of their lives 
around their men's desires, their men's identities, in a way that pushed teh 
women's abilities and dreams  to the far, far background. 
 Girls and women are just second class  citizens, period, and that's more 
accepted. They are supposed to  focus on their femininity and beauty and 
service to men as best  they can.  They are not supposed to complain if their 
brother  is promoted intellecutually, or their husband is a big baby who  has to 
be catered to every single minute.  They have to be  the pleasing girl or the 
doting mother.... oh, I would get so mad!   And women have a hard time with 
sisterhood outside their family  relations, because there is no material reason for 
it... women do  not promote other women.
 Now, are men chauvinists in America?-- of course. But there is  more awareness 
that it is unfair, and that women are not supposed  ot put up with it, with a smile 
on their face. Women are more   "uppity" here, if you know my expression... 
more rebellious against the traditional feminine role.
 Here, I have a question for you... last  year, a French book was  published in the 
US that was talked about in every paper. It was the "memoir" of a famous French 
art critic women, who  confessed that she had fucked a million men, one orgy 
the next. It  was supposed to be erotic. I have never read anything less "erotic"!   
The poor woman goes from bed to bed, never having an orgasm or any  sexual 
pleasure!  Why does she do it-- she never says. Even  if she was a masochist, 
and had described that, it would have at  least been enlightening!  Who was this 
person ???? Was this  considered sexual liberation in France? I was really turned 
off.

 I find most porn films extremely puritan... every act is  shown as dirty and 
transgressive, as if one  were striving to make people feel guilty for 
watching this type of  film, and [i think] for loving what it does to them. 
What do I  think of porno? Do I think there is maybe a porno less 
commercial  or stupid that merits a good reason to watch it ? 

I also felt this way when i had only seen a few porn movies.  But when I really 
began to study it, and looked at hundreds of examples from different years, 
countries, directors--- I realized  that the variety is enormous, it's impossible, 
and naive, to lump  it all in one group. It's like saying that all FOOD is bad,  
because you had the misfortune to eat at McDonalds.
 Some erotic movies are based on  titillation, others are very  anti-titillation. 
Some are satire, some are sly, some are made by women, by radicals, by 
groups who feel disenfranchised... there's  everything.



 Unfortunately, the most banal stuff is pumped out to the  mainstream, just like 
the way that fashion promotes a few people,  or Hollywood promotes a few 
boring celebrities. The good stuff is  more independent...

 Lots of feminists think that S/M is bad.... not consensual, a brainwashed 
activity. Along those same lines, can a woman really choose to be 
pleasured that way without being humiliated? 

To understand S/M, you have to have an appreciation of sex,  psychology, 
theater, and make-believe.  Of course no sane  person can be aroused by 
nonconsensual abuse.
 One can create a scene of intense sensation, vivid emotions, with  respect and 
limits so that only a happy conclusion is reached.  Erotic S/M is scripted, and 
precise--- it's not something you just  fall into with no previous discussions or 
limits.
 It has nothing to do with the abuse and degradation of the typical  heterosexual 
conventions where a woman has to service her husband  without recourse or 
complaint.
 People who think kinky sex is incomprehensible  need to   educate themselves, 
to open their hearts and minds. It's like straight people who are prejudiced 
against homosexuals for their  "perversion". They know nothing, and yet their 
prejudice  is so powerful ! 
 When someone is different from me sexually, I don't make them into  a monster, 
I try to understand where they're coming from.  I  would not be quick to judge by 
their fantasies.

 You have worked as a model. What do you think of feminists  critiques 
for such modeling, how do you respond ? 

That's funny, i have never been called a "model"  before!  I have been a subject 
in front of the camera of  course, but it has usually been with friends that I am  
collaborating with. I prefer to be behind the camera, actually !
 I like to create photographs, especially an image that I think is  new, says 
something meaningful to me. 
 I have only had ONE traditional modeling experience,a nd it was  so bad, it 
shocked me.... with Vanity Fair magazine. I realized afterwards that this was just 
the status quo, and that I was  shocked because I had only worked with other 
fine artists/peers/feminists  before.
 This V.F. shoot, they didn't ask me or tell me anything, they  treated me like a 
prop. The photographer sat on my chest and started telling racist jokes. I had 
no say in anything... when I  pushed him off of me, I left. It was disgusting.  If 
that is  what "modeling" is, they can go fuck themselves !
 I have never, ever been treated  like that in an erotic photography  session.  I 



consider myself an equal participant in the  process and the outcome.

 Monique Wittig, et. al., say that heterosexuality  has come  define the 
domination of all women. What do you think?  What  do I think when she 
says, "lesbians are not women ?" 

I'm not familiar with her comment, what does that mean?   Does she mean that 
lesbians have escaped the oppression of seeking male approval ?
 Certainly the lesbian experience frees a woman from any notion  of "virtue" 
being her reward in life.  She is not  reduced to a virgin or a whore. She 
experiences a lot of  liberating sexual concepts, which in fact, she can take back 
to a  man's bed if she wanted to.
 I don't' think "women fucking men" is the problem,  physically. I don't' think 
heterosexual attraction is the problem!   It's the sexism, the inequality, the 
patriarchy, that's the sting!   It's such an institution that many people take it for 
granted. But  I do not. I rejoice in the ways that men and women find ways to  
get out of the trap, to refuse to accept the old oppressive  traditions.

 Last question... None of your books seem to have been  translated into 
French.... Why? 

I want to know why too!  
 Some of my work would be irrelevant to a French audience, b/c it  is about an 
American headline... but a lot of it would be  well-received, I think, and of 
interest. I would like to find a  French editor to collaborate with me on picking 
out some of the  more timeless and culturally relevant stories I have written.
 I learned a lot in France about friendship, beauty, aging wisely,  and grace. 
People had a sense of time and place that was so expressive and wise. 
Everything connected with art was so much  more respected than it is here. I 
crave that!  I miss my friends terribly... they were so patient with me.



Letters to the Editor
New York Magazine

 
Dear Editor:

If you could flip a magic switch and turn off every gigabyte of Internet 
pornography, you would still not stop young men from masturbating every day. 

Surely anyone over the age of 30 who read your recent "Generation XXX" articles 
could think back to their youth and recall that they jerked off (all the time) 
without any help from the Internet- indeed often without any pictures but the 
ones in their own imagination.

I agree with your authors that young adults are having less sex today, and that 
they  have more anxiety about the sex they are having... I only wish you had 
ditched this porno-addict canard. Pornography is not the culprit behind such 
loneliness and isolation.

I have been studying college students' sexual behavior, every year, since the 
mid-80s.  At the turn of the 90s, I noted that more students were virgins when 
they entered college, and that more women were ignorant of masturbation and 
their own orgasm. 

In 2000, I had surveyed my first sample group in which a man replied that he, 
too, had never experienced an orgasm, and I was shocked. On second thought, I 
decided it must be a joke because I gave this particular survey at Carnegie 
Mellon, and they tend to have self-deprecating humor about their sex lives. But 
since that time, I've traveled to other colleges that don't suffer from a geeky 
reputation, and the male disassociation from sexual satisfaction has continued. 
It's scary.

There's no doubt about it- as a group, college-age adults delay sex, they have 
less sex, and worse sex- than they did 10, and even more so, 20 years ago.



Here are some reasons I can quantify about the current sexual malaise:

Young people treated with antidepressant and Ritalin-type drugs have sexual 
problems. Students involved in binge drinking- the current drug craze on 
campus- have sexual dysfunction, and most of the time, they can't even 
remember it.

This generation has been raised on abstinence, body shame, and AIDS-
cautionary moralism, in which sex is linked to death, poverty, and dissolution. 
Most explicitly, kids are warned that sex will destroy their career plans, their 
chance at a decent college and profession. Surely you have seen the public 
service announcements on television that spell it all out:  "Not Me! Not Now!" - 
"I'm going to be an astronaut, I'm not going to let sex get in the way of my career 
goals!"

Women in particular are cautioned to wield their virtue like an old fashioned 
commodity-talk about a feminist backlash. Boy or girl, they are told to wait- and 
wait- but there is no grad school where someone finally says, "Hey, you should 
get into sex at some point."

These 20-somethings are sexually immature, by earlier generations' standards. 
If you took your articles by Amsden and Wolf, and pretended that all the case 
histories were 14-year-old kids, then the whole thing would have made a lot 
more sense: boys too scared of real girls to make a move, and girls who judge 
themselves by other girls, in a vicious social ladder where sexual self-knowledge 
doesn't exist. Junior High School was a terrible time for sex.

However, when teenyboppers grow up, Playmates and romance novels don't cut 
it anymore. You yearn for a real, live, warm somebody in your arms. You learn 
(by trial and error) the sexual pleasures and complications of intimate 
connection, and how different it is from masturbation's charms.

Porn is changing because of mainstream corporate intervention- that's a great 
story I'd like to see you tackle. But on another track, sexual dysfunction, 
infertility, and erotic indifference are epidemic, and it would be worth a trip out 
of the sandbox to find out what's going on.  Stop tugging the porno-addict chain, 
and find out why actual sex is in decline in America right now, while retail 
titillation and non-sexual pacification is soaring. It's a trend that someone ought 
to give more than a wank about.

Susie Bright



Susie Bright named as one of OUT’s Top 100 People in Books, 2004:

Bi sexpert Bright celebrated the 10th anniversary of Best American Erotica as 
editor of one of the most esteemed annual collections in the field. COmbining 
mainstream heterosexual stories with those celebrating transgender and 
homosexual love, Bright continued to bring outlaw sexuality to the masses.
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US High Court Weighs Sidelined Internet Porn Law 
Tue March 02, 2004 

By Andy Sullivan

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Supreme Court considered on Tuesday 
whether a law that requires Web site operators to wall off risqué material from 
underage visitors violates free-speech rights.

One of several unsuccessful efforts to protect children from online pornography, 
the 1998 Child Online Protection Act has never been enforced as lower courts 
have ruled it unconstitutional.

But several Supreme Court justices questioned whether it would in effect force 
Web sites to remove sex-therapy articles and other material aimed at adults, as 
free-speech advocates warn.

"Congress is not interested in Susie Bright," said Justice Stephen Breyer, referring 
to a sex columnist on Salon.com.

The law requires Web site operators to check visitors' credit cards or otherwise 
ensure that they are over age 18 before allowing them to see material deemed 
harmful to minors. Violators face up to six months in jail and fines of up to 
$50,000 per day.

Congress passed the law after the court struck down its first attempt to shield 
children from online pornography.

Solicitor General Theodore Olson of the Justice Department said the second law 
was much more limited. "This is a remarkable instance when Congress went 
through all of the things the Court identified as problems in the previous statute," 
he said.

The law could be compared with state laws that require stores to place 
pornographic material behind blinder racks, Olson said.

But that approach may frighten off adults reluctant to disclose their identities, 
said Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.



"The idea of the blinder rack is to protect the child, but the adult who wants to 
see it doesn't have to disclose his identity," Ginsburg said.

Ann Beeson, who argued on behalf of the American Civil Liberties Union, said 
Web sites might take down adult material rather than risk going to jail. "The 
majority of rational adults, faced with this choice, would choose to self-censor," 
she said.

"Those magazines that want to appear in the general magazine rack would self-
censor," countered Justice Antonin Scalia.

The Supreme Court first heard the case in 2001, but sent it back to an appeals 
court without ruling on the free-speech issues. After the appeals court again 
declared the law unconstitutional in 2003, the Supreme Court agreed to another 
hearing.

A decision is due by the end of June.



Justices Hear Arguments on Internet Pornography Law

March 3, 2004     By JOHN SCHWARTZ

WASHINGTON, March 2 - The Supreme Court heard oral arguments on Tuesday 
about Internet pornography, one of the most vexing issues at the intersection of 
technology and First Amendment rights.

Neither side got a free ride from the justices in the discussion of the Child Online 
Protection Act, a 1998 law that makes it illegal for commercial Web sites to 
make available to children 16 and under material that is not necessarily obscene 
but could be considered "harmful to minors" under a complex, three-part 
formula in the law.

Just minutes into his argument, Solicitor General Theodore B. Olson was 
interrupted by Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, who asked why the government was 
fighting for new laws when it was not enforcing the old ones. "There are very few
prosecutions, and there's all kinds of stuff out there," Justice O'Connor said.

Mr. Olson said the Bush administration was stepping up its prosecution of 
pornography cases in the online and offline world and had issued 21 indictments 
in the last two years.

Regulation of Internet pornography is urgently needed, Mr. Olson said, because 
"it's causing irreparable injury to our most important resource - our children." 
The materials are "as available to children as a television remote," he said,
and turn up when youngsters make the most innocuous searches.

He argued that the world of online pornography was exploding, and said that 
typing the words "free porn" on a search engine produced 6,230,000 sites. "I 
did this this weekend," he said. When asked whether all of the sites could be 
considered obscene, he said, "I didn't have enough time to go through all of 
those sites," drawing laughs from justices and spectators.

At another point, Justice Stephen G. Breyer asked for specific examples of Web 
sites that were not pornographic but could run afoul of the law's prohibitions. 



Justice Breyer said that he looked at examples provided by the American Civil 
Liberties Union in its legal brief and could not find one that fell that into that 
middle ground.

Ann Beeson, a lawyer for the civil liberties union, cited examples that included 
"lesbian and gay pleasure" and "the pleasure of sex outdoors," and the works of 
a sex columnist, Susie Bright. But the discussion moved on without growing more 
explicit, and decorum was preserved...

Still, Ms. Beeson said in closing, Congress has gone too far in restricting online 
speech. "The government can't burn down the house to roast the pig," she said.


